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ideal of  a monism  of order is the   impossibility of
denying   the   actual   existence   of   contingency.      By
" contingency" in Nature we mean  every kind of
being   or becoming   that   cannot be brought   into
relation with any natural wholeness whatever, i.e. not
even with   a limited whole.    Let us   look   for a
moment at the various ways in which contingency
meets us in Nature ; and let us begin with rather
concrete cases.

Embryological development, as we have seen,
occurs in an autonomous way, the wholeness of the
individual living form being guaranteed by a non-
mechanical natural agent, the essence of which is
wholeness, in the way of unifying causality. But is
every single character of an embryo the special and
determined link of this one whole ? Certainly not, as
appears most decidedly from the simple fact that the
single cells which make up the organs of the adult indi-
viduals of a species have a different position and size
in each individual. Wholeness, then, does not go so
far as to determine every peculiarity of cellular con-
struction : the position of the single organ-forming
cell is contingent, in spite of all vitalism.

With regard to phylogeny our actual knowledge of
a suprapersonal evolutionary factor is, unfortunately,
very poor. But we may assume with good reason
that besides the line of evolution there is also some-
thing contingent in phylogeny, with regard to pure
variations as well as adaptations. Contingencies
with regard to suprapersonal wholeness form the
subject-matter of Lamarckism and Darwinism. The
specific characters of the organic forms which are